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the 5th of Rabbeah Sannie, by the favor of God, we decamped and marched
to attack the French who then came off their ground and a very sharp action
ensued which lasted for 3 hours. The firing of the artillery was so quick that
we could not discern anything for smoak. The French have had near 600
men killed and wounded; on our part 400 men were killed and wounded,
belonging both to the Colonel and me. The French at last fled and
abandoned their whole camp to us and retired to Rajah Mundrums where
they crossed the river with the utmost expedition and went to Massulipatam,
By the goodness of God, who is the giver of victories, the Colonel and I have
gained a very great victory. At night we encamped on the ground which the
French left and the next day we marched to Rajah Mundrum. I desired the
Colonel to cross the river with his troops immediately because the people of
Rajahmundrum would be better satisfied and remain with peace in their
houses and that I would stay a few days to raise some money for the expences
of our armies. The Colonel sent his forces over but remained with a few.
people intending to go in a few days, during which time I dismissed some
Arabs from my service and the Colonel wanted to take them into his pay, but
the Subadar of Doudi wanted my orders to let them pass; at this the Colonel
was much displeased and wrote to me to send the Subadar to him. I
immediately waited on the Colonel and told him I could by no means do
it because he was my servant and a man of consequence and therefore desired
he would forgive him. I heard the next day that he would cross the river, there-
fore sent to know if I should not go and take my leave of him. He answered
there was no occasion for my coming and immediately passed the river. He
then gathered his forces together and at 12 at night sent his colours over the
river with some few people. On hearing this I wrote to him in a friendly
manner to know the reason of his crossing the river at night; instead of send-
ing me an answer he confined my hircaras and in the morning came over the
river himself again. I imagined that if I remained and he came to me that
there would be a quarrel, which there was no occassion for; I therefore set
out with my people leaving my artillery and went to Jabootpootty. On the
way I received a letter from the Colonel to send the Subadar to him; Mr.
Johnstone likewise came for the Subadar. I sent him an answer by Mr.
Johnstone that if he would permit my people to remain solely in Rajah-
mundrum and would cross the river again I would go to Rajahinundrum to
collect in the revenues and, agreeable to the treaty made between us in the
presence of Mr. Andrews, I would pay him 56,000 rupees per month and send
him provisions. To this day I have received no answer. I have no desire to
quarrel with the Colonel; if he does I must stand up in defence of my honour
and cannot help it. The friendship between the English and my family is
of a thousand years' standing and I am sorry to observe its decrease. I desire
you will write to the Colonel to live in friendship with me. It will be better
for us both*
A note enclosed
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The Colond. and'I entered into a treaty tfaat he should possess Bmdi and
all die places belonging to the French and English and that I should bare
the rest but the Colonel is not satisfied aad has sent Ms people io some otbfcr